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B "“"‘"““‘ wat Getamy. nm m tv eitisen who gaw robbov. _ Drinr of bnd!t
.. oar drove away. Other bandits took emplayess ia front of beak as shields, .
.They stole the car which they abandoned sevarsl miles ovt of towa and oon~ .
fiscated a Chryaler sedan which was sbandoned at Hudson, Michigan, where -
they confiscated a Ford sedas which was later found abandoned mear the -~ -
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w.ii.a Yo Detalled Berretive of ortmm, Gonf.unod in mport or chchl lg-t B. 3. Mson :a,
: Detroit, lichign, August 17, 1924 in the esse entitled EDFARD WILEFIM
o2 with all.i.;ses, FUGITIVE, et al} BANE ROB3ERY, same being serial 99 of Div!.zlon
o file 9 .
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U.S.TOTRY BANR™ ia—
THIEF UNDER NEW
LAW OF DEATH

Grand Haven, Mich., Sept, 3.—[Epe-
cial.]—Theodors F, Bents, aliag Craig,

who was indlctqd on a charge of rob-
bing the People's Bavings bank here,
htob-malnedlnthoﬂmuitwnrt
Dext Menday, at which time a date|
for his trinl will be set.

Federal suthorities at Bouth Band,
Ind., announced Yesterday an inten-
Hon to indict Bents for the robbery in
b June of the Merchants Natiooal bank
. of Bouth Bend. It is the present in.
tention to try him ander & new fed.
eral law that makes possible & death
penalty for a robbery in which a kil

ing opcurs. A warant for his gur. . '
redder to the federa] authorities has
been issued, but it is belloved the gov-

]

ernment will consent to let local ag.
thorities try him first, : \ /
Rumors that Bents Tecently made t’ (

confession naming persons who ﬁ &
harbored John Dillinger wery rece! (R
{th akepticism by Lawrence De ; ( g
: i, Haven chief of police., | :
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Mr. Nathan ... ....
Mr. Tolson .___.. ...
A . * Mr. Clogr......v cvuun
o : : Mr. Baughman. ...
e Chief Clerk ..........
Mr. Coffev. ... ......

T e g g T g, e 8 g e .:-p;‘_-T b Mr, Cowley ... ...
- b A gl g -
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ile Sentence G : e Sean o
|Man in Bank Holdu

Mr Harbo. .... ...
Mmr, Keith ......... ..
Wr.Lester. ... ...
By United Press _

GRAND HAVEN, Mich—Theodore

Bents, 34, once a prominent Port-
J1and, Me, business man, was on.his
WAy to the Marqueite State Prison [§ @~ eeo AN LA
today to serve a life sentence for
armed bank robbery, . ; [

Tears rolled down Bentx's cheeks . BANE ROBERFY
when & Circult Court Jury yesterday .
. afternoon declared him Euilty of par- |
. ..:_ - Hcipating in the $14,000 holdup of the |
" .77 |Peoples Savings Bank of Grand .

.. |Baven in Yreguehei9l .
% . ¢ 2§, I never robbed a bank, and some
¥ -}.—-:_' ' dlyl‘ will hmvm‘nm cried. ~This |-
g muhemmreuumneetor.]m'
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- nm IOBBEI GETS LIFE.
Grand Haven, Mich., Sept. 25.—(P

- re B was convicted by

& circuit co jury today on a

charge of robbing the Peoples Bav-

ings bank of Grand Haven of $14,-f

000 in A . 1933, Circuit Judge
Fred T. Mi immedfltzlylentenced
him to llle imprisognment ‘in the
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'! Bitisizn of Fnfuestigation
V 3. Bepartment of Juntics

Fost Office Box 812
Chicego Illinois

g‘ e Director,
]_-"/ ) Fodersl Buresu of Investigation
5 U. S. Derertment of Justice
N Pennaylvania Avenue at 9th 3St., K.¥.

, Washington, V. C.
Dear 8ir:

Mr. Nulbar of the Michigan State Police tcalled ét
this Office today and informed me that he was investigating
thedGranl Haven, Kichigan, bank robbery., He atated that he
had received informastion from TedkBentz to the effect that
FatheriCoughlan was associated with the individuals who

. Tobbed the bank at Grand Haven and he desired to know the
address of kr, Coughlan, The addreas as it is known to
the Chicego Office was furnished to him,

While here he stated that Father Coughlsn was at.
one time reprimanded by his church for his asacciationa with
the members of theATouhy gang. He stated that he interviewed
Father Coughlan about & year ago about this and Father Coughlan
informed him that he had been so reprimanded, but that his
associetions with the Touhy gang were of a apiritual nature

LR LTS I
CLUVIIGLY .

This i3 furnished for the information of the Bureau.

Very truly yours,

T\ A G

¥. H. PURVIS,

=3

VHP :RP ) Special Agent in Charge

REOORDED Cf/_. 5‘7 :L.

'|| ]
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CoePARTMENT OF pm.‘j?z S
v @ity of Grand Haven

MICHIGAN

LAWRENCE DeWITT, Grizr Yarch I3,I038
’ ° ! *

John Edgar Hoover, Director,

Feseral Burean of Investigation,
U.S. Denartment of Justics, . :
%ashington, D.C. ' )

Dear Sir: ' Re: Edward Bentz.

. <

Advised as to anprehension of Edward Bentz
in Brooklyn, N.Y. by your department to-day, for -
whom we hold warrant on charge of robbing the Peoples
Savings Bank, this city August I8,IS33.

.-%e would anpreciate the opportunity to
extradite Bentz to the State of Michigan on the bank
robbery charge in event convimtion is not obtainable
on charge nreferred ageinst him.

Thonking you for your co-operation, I am
D/w Very iruly yours,

Chief of Police, ¢

‘ ) B,ECORDED F [+ 3 N B TN
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B IR & SRR I ,,.. ' - .-.:- e :-...‘5 :-;.1.4'.,.. .:_,‘, -,
Bro Lasrence Deige, < 10 i
Ghief of Polles, = - i v
Gl'lll‘ 'lm. limm e e - 2 -'.J:-.-.:".- ’ T
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Ry desr Chiefs

I desirs to actao!hd;o fudpt ;f w;i Icttu'

of Maroh 13, 1926, 1a shioh you advise that you bold & ware. i ./

rsat cherging Idward Beats, who was recently apprehended oo .

representatives of this Bureau, with the Tobbery of the ¥

L!V

Peoples Sevings Bank of Orasd Haven, Miohigan on 'ugut‘.;_a, S

1933, -, :

- L .o Tt ok
— R T N R e T

on the charge of robiing the Peoples bavings Bank in the
ovent he was not convicted on the charges aor peading sgainst ) _
hin, In this oonneotion I would suggest that you file @ .. TETYT

. . X Bave also notloed that you would ‘appreciate . .- 3. .
- the opportunity of extraditing Bents to the Etate of Michi;an

foreal detainer with the United States Mershal at Burlingten, il

’ : . g 5'-;-'1 ¥
' . Assuring you of ay desire %0 oooperate foall [0 .
satters of mitval Inteareat, I aa SRR S A

Yeormont.
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EDWARD RYCENGA, Under Sheritt

2. -2 3 n ‘ .
. Sgeg_ﬁ"s Office, Ottawa Ct}i;)nty

TEN]. B. ROSEMA, Sheridt

WILLIAM BOEVE, Deputy Sheriff
TONY CROENEVELD, Deputy Sherift

s,
— . _{.‘M_ LR
L -ab iy s

\

1

3

O\/ plaping out case before you, we wiﬁfyreceive an Qfpprtunity ¢ to}

March 14,1936

!

Hon, John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.8. Department of Justioce.

Hon. Sir : N

I wish to oongratulate you and your depariment on

™
In re : EWARD BENTZ.

<o
the recent capture of Edward Bentz.

From the minor details of which we have received, I
understand that be is to be turngd over to answer to the robbery
of the Caldonia National Bank at Rutland Vermont on which charpe

he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury.
The Chief of Police of this city,Lauerencq’éeaéitt and

myself have been hopeful of his capture for some time, We hold a

L ERE T

warrant for Edward Bentz for robbery of the Peoples Saving Bank,

7%mggd Haven, Michigan on August 18,1833 as shown by the QOircular

encloged, We have a very good case on Edward Bentz and feel that
we could put hic away on a life sentence if it were possible that

he would be turned over on our charge,

o
We were successful in convicting Earl Doyle and Theodore
-——-'_'_--

Bentz, brother of Edward Benti, as participants on the same robbery

as quoted. Botbh are now serving a life sentence at the Branch Prison

Grand Haven, Michigan O‘%

{RECORDED COPY FILED IN q \ _ [

- S I S s % or o __ Ri NETD
at Marquette, Michigan. SLAORDE
I d

D & INDEXED iql—-é?ﬂ ¢

Inasmuch as I feel that your department will dd'{is“ﬁtﬁdatén

?‘t\o render to him his due reward,I cannot hélp but i Wﬁ% my ..
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O Sbi}%'s Office, Ottawa 891;7

. BENS. . ROSEMA, Bheeil
G:and Haven, Michigan

EDWARD RYCENGA, Under Sheriff
WILLIAM BOEVE, Dwputy Sheritf
TONY GROENEVELD, Daputy Sherift

Hon. @ohn Edgar Hoover,Director

In re: Edward Bentz, Cont.

extradite him' if at all poesible.

May I hear from you at your earliest convenlence as to

- wnal data and evidence has been compiled against him by your
department. ]
8incerely yours,
Benjamin BXRosema,Sheriff
BER/m

T



FEF'VTL
N-574 Xerch 19, 1936,

S N At Mt T e W ren s v m— - LR SLE L) -q.‘_,...,.-..-...q-_-_.-,-.... w-ﬂ-h ety o (Ea——
h - ] M ! e ki
B "

B "‘- - . ]
PRV VTR

(o i Maveh 14, 1936, fn which you
S ﬁr 5-:;6 égt:, m
on >
P-oplu Baring Beak, &u""ﬂ"‘
Bmt:m iavolved m::otunthnmpht.et, 'h-hlm-.
In tonzection with your request that you be m- an opportuaity
to extraiite Bents, {1t 1» sugrested thet 1le & formal de-
: LT td.urdth t.homm ltctulnumn M,'qu,&irr-
et D Aewiring you of Ry éasire %0 600 o with lav enforees .
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DIEKEMA,CROSS & TENCATE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
HOLLAND, MICHIOAN

SERMT J. DIEREMA
e 9-1930
OmEm B. CROSS
BAMIEL TERCAYE
VERNON D. TENCATE

March 30, 1936

U.S8. Department of Investigetion
Washington, D.C,

Gentlemen: a

We are actins as attorneys for Mr, Theodore (Bentz)
Oraig, No. 5309, Marquette Etate Prison, Marouet¥e, Michigaii, who
wis sentenced from Grand Haven for & bank robbery job on Augnst 18,
1933, Mr, Craig claims it i8 a clear case of mistaken 1dentity,
that he had nothing to do with the job and is anxious to have the
men emprehended who actually comnitted the job.

.- Mr, Edward ¥} Bentz, who waes also connected with the
Grand Haven job, was sentenced last Thursday to the Federal Prison
at Atlanta, Georgia, for a bank job in Burlington, Vermont. ITphere
is no ouestion but that Edward W, Bentz and one EarloDoyle particti-
pated in the Grand Haven job. Doyle is now serving time for the
same at Marquette, Michigan. Both Oraig and Doyle state mositively
that Craig had nothing to do with the Grand Haven job, and we expect
to orocure a statement from Edward W. Bentz to the same effect,

Y

Mr, Craig assures us that one BernardpPhillips is the
man who actuelly assisted in robbing the bank and thd man who the
witnesses described, but by mistake picked Cralg ss being Phillivs
beceuse of his resemblance. ¥We are trying to locate Phillips and

wish you would send us & photograph of him. His description is as
follows:

Alias YBig Phil%, five feet, ten inches in
height, dark br hair; blue eyes; 190 to 300 pounds
in weight; busky\build; dresses like ordinary business
mah; medium noee; 29 to 34 years in age; believed to
have slight scar on face\near mouth.

G Habits: 8mokes cigarettes, drinké, like to
b play golf, lives in apartments, drives a chevrolet or
i buick car, usually a new one, or cars of like make; '¥51;2Cc-u
S travels a great deal with women. Is believed to be & '/‘é
. around New York at present, _ ;zé}ﬁaéan
Sy ° : RECORDED la,l_ P
ﬁ):l—,' - & e - -._ .
3 8 f INDEXED FEDERAL BUREAU GF IRVESTIGATION
. PR 1.1936 p. y
| AR 11 1938 1996 p.m
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U.8. Devartment of Investigation #3

Criminal Record: Served time in Leavenworth
Prison, was a cellmate of Earl Doyle at that vrison,
He met and associated two months with Earl Doyle before
the Grand Haven Bank was robbed, Further description
cen be obtained from the authorities at the above named
prison. He is now wanted several places,

If we can get any definite information that will be
of service to you, we shall be glad to furnish you with the sane,
Awaiting your reply, we are

VYery truly yours,
DIEKEMA, CROSS & TEN CATE

By C:gkyﬁijl)

c/g

Rk

—



91-57-5 April 7, 1936

,.\,-—,-«.-._..._...-_.n-v.'_'w‘m_ LT

- - - -
= e -

| Attorneys et lavw, -
Relland, Michigua.
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' This sill scinosledge receipt of your letter of Nareh' ] R N
- 30, 1936, in which you sdvise that are asting as attornays i’ 5:;-3?’ i
for bu Mﬂ Mh) cﬂu. .lg m. ..l‘“.‘t. State T*E:nf'gb‘zq. o
. Prison, Narquette, Michigsn, S Tty e > foley
’ 11 N . . PR F PR | .
' X bave noted the informtion eontained in your
Mumtuaduummtlnmtdb;hdmun :
enactasnt fros pbotographs er efininal records te my

-

I suggest thct o pbotograph of Bernsrd Milliips might
be abtained from some inmstitution {n whieh he has desn oonfin

" Sl S

or from the Police Departaent of 61ty where he has deam LAY
2 I regret thet I camnot be of services to you ia fhis A
.7:_ utw. _ _. -‘., ) :.J “ ,‘.‘: {. ) ; "“; . ;l : . AR —-
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& 3. Bepuriment of FJustice
Bashington, 8. €.
April 4, 1936.

Edward Wilhelm Bents.

I telephoned SAC Conroy at the Atlanta Office with reference to
Ry provious telephonic conversation with hinm concerning the Michigan State
Irooper who 1s coaing down there for the purpose of interviewing Bents at
the penitentiary relative to the robbery of the bank at Grand Haven,
Michigan, I told Mr. Conroy upon discussing this matter with you, you
had suggested that Mr. Conroy arrange with the warden of the penitentiary,
dplomatically of course, whersby one of our Agents could be present during
the interview which this Michigan State Trooper bas with Beats.

' I further told Mr. Conroy you suggested arrangements also
diplomatically be made with the warden of the penitentiary whereby mo
one will be permitted to interview Bents without notice thersof being
previously given to the Atlanta Office. .

Mr. Conroy esald that the warden at the penitentiary is very

cooperative and amenable to suggestions, and he does not anticipate any
difficulty at all in connection with these two matters.

Respectfully,

RECORDED -/
& - o
poexep | FEOULE G F ENeTiaATon
' WPR 7 4936 o 1.
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Hllhi.ngton, D, C.

. Dil‘eﬂ‘l’vor, N
i Foderal Buresu of Investigatiom,
é Doar S5irs

Referenoce is mede to letter fram the Detroit Offioce s
to the Atlanta Office dated April 2, 1936, entitled, EDWARD
ENTZ, with aliases, et al., BANK ROBBERY, which set forth that
Sergeant .P, L, Hutson of the Michigan State Police was leaving for

AdTawmba [ ¢ P Ban Elem i _f B A B ___ Wm3_.___3 wiadhas -

P AVAROUE, YGOTELA, 10T Wit pUrpose Ol 1nUSTviowing BAWATG Wilnelim
Bentz at the United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, on April 6, 1936,
in comnactich with the robbery of a bank at Grand Haven, Michigan, -
& few years ago,

On April i, 1956, a long distanoce telephone oall was
received from Ulr, Foxworth at the Bureau in ocommeotion with refer-
oence letter, Mr, Foxworth suggested that the Atlenta Office taot-
fully arrange to have a Special Agent of the Bureau present when
Bentz was belng interviewed Ly Sergeant Butson. He further sug-

ested that arrangements be made, if possible, whereby Bentz ahould
not be interviewed by any peace officers unless an Azent of the
Atlanta Office was present, Shortly after the telephome conversa-
tion with Mr. Foxworth, srrangements were made with Warden A, C»

Adarhald of tha Tnitad Statas Panitantiaorv wharahe na naans affinan

T e —— W e wpm— w5 S - TR TAME J ) TeLVe W) MW NWWMWW Vaiawesd

is to interviuw Bentz unless an Agent of the Atlante Bureau Office -
is present, This arrangement does not include relatives, In the
event the Buresu desires these additicnal precsutions be taken, it
is requested that the Atlanta Office be advIsed immediately.

Mr. Foxworth also suggested in another telephone con- :
versation that Bentz, when being interviewed by the Michigan officers,
might desire to discuss only the robbery of the Grand Baven, Michigan
banke I proceeded to the Penitentiary with Special Agent W, M, Bott
where Bent: was personally interviewed, Bentz stated that he would
discuss the Greand Haven Pank robbery with the Michigan officers
becauge his brother, Te ntz, had been convicted of the robbery
of that bank, At that time Ed Bent:z intimated that Ted Bentz was

| e G e - 1 |
| ‘ e = 86X~ ]
@op1®3 DESTOXAb INDEXED - F A% f{3:pdA%: OF INVESTIGATION
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not an active participant in that bark robbery and that by.dil-
cussing the matter with the Michigan offiocers he n:l.ght be able to
olear hil brother.

Yesterday morning, April 6, 1936, Sergesnt P, L,
Butson of the Detective Divisiom, liohiga.n State Polioce, Emst
Lansing, Michigan, accompanied by Chief of FPolice lawrenoce
DeWitt of Grand Haven, Michigan, oalled at this offioce, at the
same time stating that Specisl Agent in Charge E. H. Reinecke
. of the Detroit Office had suggested that they call at this office
where they would recelve the utmost cocperation. They were ad-
vised that they were expected, and due to the faoct that Special
Agent W, ¥, Bott of this office was very familiar with the work-
- ings of the penitentiary and was perscnally acquainted with E4
Bents, that arrengements had already been effected whereby Agent
Bott would cenduct them to the penitentiary and see that every
courtesy was extended to them,

ﬂn‘ﬁ Wli‘li IOUGﬂPmGﬂ oargoa.nu mvuun Inll Unlﬂl UI
Police Dolritt to the penitentiary on two visits yesterday morn-
ing and afternoon, April 6, and on another wvisit this morning,

“ April 7, 1936, Be stayed with the officers constantly while
they were interviewing Bent:z and made notes on the informatiom
conveyed by Bentz, These notes are being assembled and a report
will be rendered in the immediate future setting forth detailed
information given by Bent:z,

The information conveyed by Ed Bent: related practi-
cally in its entirety to the robbery of the Pooples Savings
Bank©brand Haven, Michigan, during August, 1933, prior to the
passage of the National Bank Robbery Statutes., Bents gave a
written statement in his own handwriting, admitting partioipetiom
in that bank robbery. He enumerated the other aotive participants
in the robbery. It was noticeable that the name of his brother,
Ted Bentz, is omitted in the statement as an active participant,
A copy of this statement was secured and will be inocorporated into
Agent Bott's report, ‘

After securing the statement regarding the Grand
.Haven bank robbery, the Michigan officers started guestioning
Bentz regarding other bank robberies in Michigan which had
occurred prior to the Grand Haven bank robberye. Agent Bott,

-

r

SRty T
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however, holding in mind the Bureau's suggestions, tactfully and
adroitly and without causing any ill feeling, brought the inter-
view to an end. Thess officers, however, during the general
conversation en the day previous, had secured fram Bants the
names of the participants in five other denk robberies in the
.. Btate of Michigan. Bents, howsver, would not disouss the detalls
‘of those other robberies, at the same time stating that he dia
not participate in those bank robberies. Inoidentally, during
the interview with Ed Bent: at the penitemtiary, om coccasiocns
Bentz made statements to the effect that he had furnished cer-
tain information to the Agents of the Bureau at New York City-
and elsewhere. This information was not at hand at the Atlanta
Office, I am inclined to believe that it should be awvailsble
for purposes of reference, In view of these ciroumstances, ™
should the Bureau deem same appropriate, it is sugpested tlnt ?M ¢
- ocmplete reports, memorandums and letters regarding all inter- w,u,\
: views with Bentz should be tranmmitted to the Atlanta Office
for study beéfore any further interviews of consequence be held QU,
with Bentz, The Agents of the office then will be in a position
to interrogate Bentz in more detailed manner.

Trusting that this matter has been handled to the
satisfaction of the Bureau, I am .

Very truly yours,

0

B. E. CONROY,
Speoial Agent in Charge,

oc Detroit
Hew York
Bostam
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e Federal Burean of Infrestiation
M. 5. Bepartment of Juatice
801 Healey Building
¥EC:1d Atlanta, Georgia
91-49
April 8, 1338

Director

Federal Bureau of Inveatigation
Washington, D. C.

(4] .
Re: EDWARD WILHELM BENTZ, with aliases,
ot al., Peoples Savings Bank,

o Grand_Haven, Michigan.
BARK ROBBERY

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent W, M.

.- 'The Buresu's attention is specifically directed to the
threats made to Bentz and the promises given him in commection with a state-
ment received. from Bentz regarding the robbery of the Peoples Savings Bank
at Grand Haven, ¥ichigan., Agent Bott was merely am observer at the time
the interview took place. I desire to call the Bureau's atteation, however,
to the fact that any Agent of the Bureau being a witness to this type of
qusstioning is placed in a rather delicate position, Naturally, st some

future time he mey be called upon as a witness, which would result in pos-
sible embarrassment to the Bureau,

I bave in mind particularly at the present time, that
in the not far distant future other local State, County and City officers
may come to Atlants to intsrview Rentz. Upon 'I'n-t'nubt'l ons of the Burean,

errangements have been made at the Tnited stateu Penitentiary at Atluntl
for an Agent of the Bureau to be present at all such interviews. It is
ny gensral impression that Bentz i{n the future will refuss to giva state-
ments to any other officers except employees of the Bursau, His apparent
reason for giving the statement in this particular case was {n order to
c¢lear his brother ’I,!(LBentz of being an active participant in this bank
robbery, at the time he is given a mew trial, which T understand ia to

take place sometime s00L. REGORDED 17/ {7_ g

1 would appreciate receiving any hdvice w 3 . o
Bureau may desire to give regarding this particular aituaﬁo b&% uI)J IN'&EW!GR] JN

—

any other peace officers arrive in Atlamnta to interview Bentz\b'ﬂo}\kd% .M
Treceipt of advice from the Bureau, I will call the o o
before allowing an Agent to be present at any sdditional U

Edward Bentz,

APR 25,1935 © 3 :ﬁ‘-“° i
K B A . S
qul’v‘ Q" speeiai..lz;n:%n m.__ v i '
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mm 'n.un.namn. ﬂth l.‘unn, ot s
Pecples Savings Bank, -y i M,'_-.;'é \* -

pGmml Banm. lnehlgn 7 e ’:-,.39_ A
e -.'.. e T :._ Py
\!,. 'g-'-lt--'-- * = u,.-_"".:‘: u..— } .; \4_1‘—{
wuonmorrms !du ntz tated he, Ba lm,au-
.7 -+ Cboyle nahor.m rray apl a pi¥ty /[
1 i Tealled rroddie' robbed the Peoples Saving® \<.
SRR o Bapk , Orand Baven, -:.cn:.s-n oo 8/18/53; s V\:‘:‘ 3
1400 =0T el Honerfﬂlmn and Lee; r robbed the Hol
uwy o oo State Bank,YBelland Miehigen, ' &uring wtme;, o/
’) i 1932 and thebiCampbell, *Big” Pitzgerald, Robert Lo
% Ripley, Xddie LaRue, Cu3*Shaw, Homer Wilsom and

" Jack) Feifer robbed banks in Albion, Sturgess, ,l‘ -',»
. Dowaglac and Cadillae¢, Michigan between 1928 and - = im:widad ¢y . .
. 1931, BPentz disclosed the location of -bonds -tohn' o ‘*“‘-& o i e
from Grand Haven bank and buried between New Puf-
falo, Michigan end MPichigan City, Intuanl.

AT T e
; 3 . ‘v :
L 2t -

DRETATLS: L A upmta rno 1s boing open-d by the Atlanta orrico in lnltlnt
mtter in order to segregate the following information which pertains to
S the robbery of benks in the State of Michigen prlor to septnbor, 19:3...
CO rm the calodonia llatioml Bank CABOy . . e s k

‘.,‘ e .
o *
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%
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2 -~ Detroit
1l ~ New York - .
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T DETATLS Sergeant F. L. Butson, Detective Bureau, Michigan

State Police, Xast Lansing, Michigean, Chief of Police
Lawrence DeWitt, of Crand Haven, Michigan, and this Agent interviewed
i _,_ldurd Wilhelm Bentz, }taoza at the United States Penitentiary, At= "0%7T ™
s e-cii " lentas - Sergeant Huteonm, who conducted the interrogatiom of Bents,”v #i =~
2 " {nformed Bentz that the State Authorities of Michigan possossed sufs ‘_z .
" fieient evidence to definitely involve him in the robbery of the™'¥ ' ™ 5
" Peoples Sevings Bank of Grand Haven, Michigan om August 18, 19885~ TR
. .- Sergeant Hutson advised Bentz that 1f he would furnish deteiled ip=. ., # ...
o '_ formation eoncernming his participation im the Todbbery of the Grand’ *?:;-‘ o, e
Baven Bank and disclose the identity of his asscciates, the State TV
of Michigan would decline to prosecute bim and that the inromtm. F
furnished by him would never be used in Court agaimst him, tut that
ir ha Tefused to make the desired duclo-urn, the Attormy Gemrtl‘
of the State of Nichigan would requeat the Attorney Generml of ihe ';="-";_:' 3
United States to permit Bentz 0 be rexoved £rom the Atlanta Pnitﬂn- ‘-
tiary to Orend Haven, Michigan, for trial ip the State Courts emd - *:
that a Grand Haven jury would not require wore than ﬁvo ninutu w £3 0

. convict Bentz on tho eudence nlrndy accnnuhtod. f H *_ ) ;_‘ _;.

A 1.‘_ B R G et 2;- i TR,
e n Bontz rop].iod tht hn m alntﬁy ‘made & lngthj"r"g ;

; ltttanent to the Agents of the New York Burean office; that he bas .+ " "

. confidence {n the Agents of the Bureau and Peels certain that the
informat{on which ha furnishad wonld ha trasntad annfidantl -'I'I- b
ths Bureeu and would not be broadcast in the newapapers, &t. ms-
son immediately assured Bentz that the {nformation which he might -
- dimsclose during the present interview would be treated eonﬂdontlally
' by the Stats Authorities in mehigan and that no$ dne uon‘l would rind

,‘.7__.

.""‘ 1t. “y to th. ”'.papu-.. - ;~ ,-" . -.._' ) - ’}--'-‘ -:"h . r” '5}‘. '._5(__'. .. - -
s Upon being thus essured Bentz stated tnat lﬁ&“‘ h 3

Lo nor hia brother Ted, who is at present serving a life sentence in tho ;
lﬂchiga.n State Ponitonth.ry at Marquette, Miohigan, for participation :
in the robbery of the Grand Haven bank, had smything to do with the . -:
actual robbexy of this bapk; that about Decoratiom Day of 1933, inforw .
mant moved into a cottage on the shores of Lake Michigan at Long Beach,
Indianu. that dnrina Jure and July of the ssme year, Baby Face lohoa,
11, Homer(yariNeter, Earl Doyle, “Chuck® Fisher amid a 1'0116'
callod "Froddie®, had two fingers of his right hand mmputated m
who was later tound murdered in Melrose Paik, I11inois, moved fato v .~
- cottages at Long Beach; that Relson approached informant ° meerni.ng c
~-bank in'that vicinity whish would be ressonably safe and profitable .

" to rob: that informant, who had Fanaal® tha 'bv..eylv. Savin=z Bapk ..‘.p

_ ;. Grand Bllven, Michigan the year beroro, advised Nelson that ﬂu- buk St
o it o WOULd Probably be what he Wantede: - - eint wreoon - o ool L P

PN
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Cont inuing, Bentz stated that Nelson later informed
o bims that he, Nelson, Carrcll, Nan Meter, Doyle, Fisher ané "Freddie”
e e decided to rod the Peoples Savings Bank and that they wanted infor-

“ ‘ s e ;‘; Ut mant to assist them in their preparstionss Bents admitted he rub*::f_

2 Y i shed them & set of Indiana licemse pletes which had beenm issued - Fyie- 7'
' 40 him under the nme enier, with the mdorstanun; t‘lnt thu.; :
plates wers not to be used ia the actusl rodhery. -Informant ads -zl -
mitted he loaned Nelson a nachino gun, & rifle and she tacks tb“'-’” _-;_;.
prevent pursuit; that he again “cased~ the benk in Gremd Baved for .
" them snd also prepared the get-away thert but that bn :ua lot nr—
ticipnto in the actual robbory of this buto . SN

. v
- . —,‘_“.
N -'- P

of the Peoples Savings Bank at Grand Haven, Michigan, Nelsom ceme --:*: .
_ %0 bim with about $20,000 worth of Travellers/Theques and)donde; - By
that informant purchased this loot from Nelson for $5,000 less ’SOO.
the latter amount being the allowance which Nelson made to compensate -
informant for the loss of informant’s machine gun, which Imd been "1---
abendoned during the robberys With regard to the disposition of the 17 L °
bonds and- Trevellers Cheques which be had acquired from Nelson, Pents s .
stated he turned the Cheques over to his brother Ted, who bad agreed: .
40. dispose of them and who actually 4id ﬂiapon of them both in thi. ]
country and in England,. e SO O

Concerning his brother Ted Bentz stated Ted was never
‘involved in a bank robbery; that Ted lacked the courage and was too
"waak®™ t0 enter & bank "warving a gun"; that Ted was in Long Bueh. ,
Indiana only two bours during the entire Summer of 1933; that M =
met two members of Nelson's gang during this short visit btut thet
Ted 414 not receive sny infoxmwation concerning the proposed nbbory
of the Gnnd Haven bank and certainly was not requested to partiei-

pate in the robbery of this dank bscsuse no intelligent bank robber

would enlist an insxperienced man like Ted, Informeat further atatoa
that all the evidence presented against Ted in his recent trial at
Grand Haven, Michigen oonsisted solely of a misteken Montiﬁutim 2
apd the fact that Ted had disposed of tho Tr“ullorl choquu meh

had been stolsn rrou this banke = N

- '!.-.—-, -
. 8 am e ) P .t" .
. s, " SERNS L ---.- - 1# y

\'5

55‘

e ‘.; N
. )

: Continuing, Bentz stated that "the bonds 'hich ho pu—
ehaud rrom lm.son and which were part of the loot of the Peoples .

&ﬁﬁsﬁ ‘B-—b' Tors bmsé by 1‘30:-_“# and that no ona h‘!f 'lnfnmnt

.. xnows the exact spot in which these bonds were hidden, "Asked ‘to fui-

" nish s deseription of the place where these bonds were buried, Bents
stated that "if you drive from New Buffalo, Michigan toward ntehigu
City, Indiana over higluay #12, you'll have to pass highway #20, Ihlch -
runs ipto highway §12 and just sbount 400 feet before reaching the inter-

TR e
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ssction of these highways you turn right on to a gravel or macadsmv =~
road which irmediately crosses the double tracks of the Michigan

Central Reilrcad,” Hes stated when these railroad tracks are crossed,

. tennis courts can de seen cu the lsft hand side of this gravel rcu,
.- and a riding academy in the distance on the right side of the road;.
that atout 75 feet beyond the reilrcad tracks is & forest which is'.
. located on the right hand side of the grevel road; that along the -
near edge of these woods'is & little ‘used trail or road; thet ,lt-#-" :
you turn right on to this trail and oontinue for about RS feet, you' i -
will notice a forked tree which is along the adge of the woods amd . g_; \'“;_-11.‘_
whieh s sufficiently mwmmeual 4n shape to attract attont:.on, thet “+ 105 -
the fork of this tree sjarts approximately two feet fram the mmﬂ. LY
that ten feet southwest from the base of this tree and buried two . . °-

~ feet underground are two Jaws conteining the bonda takn tm tho
) Pooplu 8avi.ngl Bank of Gmd an. i_ ;,.:.._“ '_, y 7-:‘,.___, . g

L . ~‘ T 1 o

Sl i . g
T Begardlng thn roport of tho nolhnd Btato Blnk of iy

Eollnnd, Hichigan on Septembor 29, 1932, Bentz stated he had pthin‘ ;

,whatsoever to do with this job wut that he was pertain of the idea-~ K L

.tity of the robbers of this benk because he had talked o them at a”

later date wnd bad leamed through other sources of the smount of ﬁu

100%t; that Badie LaRue, “Big" Pitzgereld, Robert Ripley, Homer Mlsem °

‘and Lee Turner composed the gang that robbed the Holland Paak but Pl

that informant knows little or nothing concerning the details of the

obbery itself or the disposition of the loot,

LI ghen questioned coneerning the mbbory of banks 183 F e

. Alt_:ign Sturgess, Downgiae and Cadillae, Michigan Rents advised ha 0.0 .

_ aid not pnrticiyate or have anything to "do with thees robberies; -that - .--;'." -

- because of having served a sentence in the Michigan Stats ruutontiqry;

_at Jackson, he had deliberately avoided operations in the State of 7 :"-i‘-'-

"Michigan; that the gang which committed .the above robbery had beem -d.

“up of a robber whose last name was Csxpbell and who was killed at Bed -

Wing, Minnesota in 1932, *Big" Fitzgerald, Robert Ripley, Eddie Lnau.

Gus Shaw, who was later teken for a ride in Obiecago, Homer Wilson and =

Jack Fheifer, Bentz would not disclose amy further information oon=. :

cerning the rodbery of the banks in these four cities but when asked :‘__","" :

for information concerning Homer Wilson, Bentz atated he knows noth:lng

concerning Wilson except that Wilson was once arrested by the I'oneo sow

Departmesit of Seattls, Washington as a mpoet in & tra:ln nhboq . imE
ae but was 1medlataly nleaud. L ST S :

L L Ferih g AR .f‘f"' -2“; £ YT ;.g.'-,--_

R R ‘_' ) ‘.Bogardlng the Grand Haven robbory. Bentz -‘htel i'hlt’ e
htho#boughlin, who was residing in Michigan City,” Ind:l.m duin;,.a-:

i the swamer of 1953, assisted Baby Face Felson.in his preparation for- ﬁL

this robbery and that the Buick sutomobile which was uaed in the Grand

ﬂ---m v v wana \mnh‘- ooy Vi amon A "‘n‘q‘-.— ﬂl‘ o mmA adsivnad dIn

Tather Coughlin's garage until it was needed tor tho robbery.

'-‘-

>4




-~ his death hapdled at lsast a mi1lion dollars worthof bonds and |
: My '-ocuritiu tor :I.nfmt. : _' ' =

e B A%, T e
LR E RS T SN SR

) diuponition ‘of bonds and securities which be had obtefned as & Pé-""3"7

aoenn.a to make any rurth.r adni.uon.. SRR S _._, 3

" yiewed by Sgt. ‘Hutson, Chief of Police DeWitt end the writer being -

. ltatment -1n hil own handlntlng . 5 ,.'.'v’“‘ . [
i [ i .' ; -‘7 ".:
- I rentod eottago on Lake llieh. in long boach h T

| ff“” “the first I met them, After talking a few hours ﬁ‘” finelly: .

Atlanta 91-49

Bentz was questioned concemihg his ouglet for the

Lmes . - LA _sAs . Aw _ oa - e

mlt of his bank I'DDDIII& activities and stated tnaxoomuy DiIOﬂ

' R *f‘ "!" |
“Tollowize the above. interview S”Gnnt Hutson’ lntornd

Bontz that his statement concerning the identity of the robbers who : "F",

beld up the Grand Haven bank was untrue, and that the Michigan State .
Police possessed positive proof that he had participated in the sotnal j
robbery of this banke Mr. Hutson spent oonsiderable time attempting

to persuade Bentz to admit hia participation 1n tm- -ttcr 'bnt Bntl. e

* On the morning of Apru 7, 1935. Bcntz was n-intnb T

nrasant. Q¢ Hntenwn -a--ln adei and Rantr that thia _d him 1--t, _*’.

Fe == e e, T8 A vEwes T & W Hiw avevf

chance to "come clean™; that if he, Bentz, told the tmth ooncomu
the Grand Haven dank robbery, his statements would never be used
l.gahut him in any court in the State of Michigan and that a 30"
tainer would nsver be filed agai.nat him on this particnhr charp by"

the State of pEicnigan but that pmaucm;lon 'mun be instituted im-
mediately against him by the State of Michigan if he oontinued to

- deny hi. participation n 1n-tnnt robbory. -_---*- Sitaoer ook et Sy

T G R A "1’\ L
Bontz took & pad of paper and wrote the rono!ing el

Mey 1933 1live there until Augult 19th 1933. R T
| In Tune 1933 Jinnglneleon cems o ses me sbout -
fifferent banks and said he bas several more men eu-inc -
over from St. paul and who mld bo ovo:r 1n a nok_or 80 "

& T tn'l'k.ﬂ avar tha ai 'l:n-‘l:‘ n &".d ‘A_egl‘ﬂ_g'dt';'u_

Jimny ever the on =
L. weit w t11 the A:rri.nl of the otharc. D
; ' L _.' .'4‘ A ] -t e -

The rollowing week Doyle and dxuek ?inher came over, I

- .
t .»,, ,.,'._’

Arter they had ntthd i eottage Doyle an‘I I mnt pp e S
to Gremd Haven, which I had previously seen in 1932, Doyle went
into the Bank and looked it over, as I knew the situation, amd
he came out and said it looked 0.K., tc him. We stayed in the
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town of Grend Haven that night, I stayed at the "Hotel Ferry®

I do not know whbere Doyle stayed. Next day we started to rm
the "get away" from the dark., This required about three days.
Finally emploting same m HYe.. #80 Jn Ohio. . We went dack to o _ _

- . - L Y -
I.mg boach. N PP _.- R A __.._y:,_.,,-r\-;;__t_. 3 _‘_"'_
- “" 25T P x*-"'-7?.-»-'..-s:-*.'—'-‘"-:m-..'.-

Artor ehoeki.ng up on lquip-ont oto we found we nooad, e el
* mmchine guns eto. I called wp 'I.ebnon Spo:-ting Goods Co.* \r f {“ X
¥ {n Sen Antonio, Tex. and told hfm I was sending own two me i Sl

.~ and for him to sell them two machine gunse - Nelscn and n-hur
went down and got thm. 'hieh nqnirod nbout tw 'ooku

¥hile they were in Texaos, M Murray ceme om rrcn Bto "

Paul and steyed at the cottage next to me, Whers Neleon had ;.. ..~ .-
hi.- -u-, &lan & uomotinu hu lloth.r. : 1_'.?'".-::';_-_:'; -":s;'.

.- !homkatﬂmdnavonnu mypoud tobcrobbod tho AR,
“latter part of July, but was put off, dune to the fact that s il *‘.--_».,

was busy in apother venture, Murrey stayed on ‘and dnrlng the o

later part of July & Barly August Toumy Carroll- and Hmr St

Vag netsr. :rack liberty, came there to uut. EEy o

T ‘.; i

- 'About the miadle of Mgust, *Father Gomklin® brought o E. ¥
"!‘ndie" to Nelson's cottage wham Nelson previously knew when
working with the Touhy'ss )
{77 After considerable talk it was d05128" I, Nelscs, l‘ishor, TR
'Doylo )tm'ray. "l‘redie" tom to rob tho Bank. Trniih s A

llelnon nnt to Chicago e.nd got in contaet uth J'ack Libarty-,_
- and told him to brlng out a Buiek Automobile, Which ho ad th
..’ 1'0110'1118 Wo s ‘:'.v..,',;’,, RS i :." a.v AEATTE W M

L - oLt % e - . - ’v'.l"-
The car was put 1n couklin'. garago 'horo uy" that ni;ht
by nal'm. ‘ S . . 2 -

— S '-:...-..

The following day Irhi.ch was the 17th, all. tho oquippmnt m
put 1n tho bumnt ot the cottage Neloon nnd 1n. wEe e g Y

el .
- . " a-".!

'!'he morning of tho 18¢h tho Buick was brought back to tho ST
. cottgqge and driven under the house and here losded with the equipmnnt,
+- tacks, food ete The priest brought. *Tredie” o¥sr and we "above name” .
~ left for Grand Haven, We drow up on Hy. U.S. 12 and 81, Three i i =

miles west of town we turned west and went on a side road and got_ 4
the car gurselves eic ready. Chnnged plates and Each man put on H-
equippment, it was decided to lst "Freddie" drive, I strongly op-
posed this for his lack of experience but due to the fact he bad
several fingers off I conscented,
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We drove to town and Kelson & T got off on the Street
in back of bank, Nelson had one machine gun in a bdasket,
Fisher & Doyle & Murray got off on the corner of Sxd & '
_¥ranklin immediatsly ia back of the bank, "Fredie™ took the
""" car and was supposed £o park it along the West 81dé of tha T TIRL
“post office, Welson & I cams wp from the West on Waghy s_to"'?‘“’*“
,Fisher, & Murray come eround the Cormer of Srd 10 Washe - i}
"Nelson & I entered, I immediately wesnt to the m.g‘ht and Br
dsr all to lay on the floors -Nelson oams Ia back or Roy
. llun-aa & Fisher atayed in front of the cages, Doyle came t0 . ¢
- the back door, which I opened. I then took the Cashier to° TR
" the vault and ordered him to open the safes, which he did. ;a_«‘

I bmught the cashier out and after looklng out of the '1!- T
dow ordered svery body out the back.. The ocashier was o:mom~r~.»‘,; -r'_ .
out £irst, then Nelson went out and started shooting with the - 3375
machine gun and not seeing the car we worked out way to Frerk-: A;:‘
1in St. Stopped the first car which came aling and ordered “='. i
the people out. We got i sams and left town mcoording %e. v - = i
out "get® the best we could remember. As our "get" was ps, v
¥he.Buldk auto, .. Approx. 8 miles north on 31 we seen. & 0&r . "
& stopped and changed cars. Then continued on the road, pn-"
. Yiously run, getting off here & there. North of Adriamn we: 3. Yo%
" had savaral flat tires and nton'nna a Ford with &’ younz f.i-
lows and took their cay, in 'h.toh we drove to long boach,
here the money was ded 6 ways which amounted to about
£60,00 apiece,. 'I'he‘ ecurl.tiu &. Travolora ehoeku wers. !.-g_.., :
tainod by me, . ey

llglaon. Murdy &. ruher triad to leclto "l‘rodio" tut ',-'. "N
_ .were unsuccessful, I moved to union pier and mst !ellcn, m =
Meter Murr$ & Fisher ten days later at the Extreme End of the . R

road running along long Boach. Io npl!t h-rc J.ut I uon ofr” a - F
any of theme T DU e

- he R

Kssp your promise about thil bing eonﬂdcnthl, 1 nn ;
take the stand against any of ebove if ucemry bnt forgot ;_.s_;
about ﬂ. o . . S -

L

i _‘l.

- ._‘- =
. . - F

aergaum’- Autadon of the ncu].gl.n ﬁmt. ml.:l.e.. 1:ns word’ 'm.nx unxen <

.. appears 1n the above statmment means "aa arrivel of police ottiarn:,:'f' ' '
e lla ‘ccoﬂips to. m.nt.’?_u.-l“_. _- .(L-l.-.-r&.. ‘...:u..l.-,. = I.,r‘- .;_.uhq.‘._-'éﬁ\kbﬁ '*‘\";. 1’. Jm ‘l.‘ WB LY.

27

N e - e 3, e
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Regarding Tom Murray, whoss name sppears in the
e ;—-,_—— -~ above statemsnt as a participant in the Grand Eaven robbery, Bents -

_‘_:r»_ .5, - stated he had never seen or heard of Murray prior to the Summer otv""if."-‘o?u
U057+ 1933 but that Murray was roportod to _bo the operator of a res-. ¢l
g - _taurast in St. Paul, lnnnouotl, T _' '_-‘.‘;J-ft:?;.““'.‘*‘!--:.: K
A ) ,A rough lkoteh of ‘the locttim of the bondl bnricd

by Bentz batweon How Buffalo, Michigan end Michigan City, Indiln 1..3
boing attached to the Dotroit copin of instant repors, .

A brior nma of the infonatim ut rorth 1n

this report imm ediately after its receipt was communicated by Spec N

Agent in cfm—:; E. B, conmy. over lung distance telephons, to ]:'. e
E. A, Tmxm of the Burean at Washimgton, D; C,, who stated that in view'": o

of the fact that the robbery of the Peoples Savings Bank of Grand mm.

" ‘Michigan was oommitted prior to the enactment of the Kational Bank .
Robbery statutes, the Bureau 4id not desire the Detroit office to take I
R any pert &n the search for the stolen bonds which are alleged to bo ‘-,f,-.'\-
T T buriod botnen New Buffalo, lichigan and lichlgan city, Inﬁim. -,; r S
B P S-S ‘,: o e e ey e L J._-..,-QL-‘.L_.JH{&-&- R "-Lh‘ E """ e
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! Jonn EDGAR*HoOVER Q Q Mr. Nothaa ... .
X ',..-’ - pinzcrom i M. Toleen

PEF:CDN Federal Bureau of Fnfrestigation K [ o om..
" 3. Byt ot Buatis e
S Bashington, B. €. -
April 4, 1936.
- - 9:30 A.M,
O ( -'
Re: Edward Vilhlem Bentz.

SAC Thitley telephoned me from New York and sald that thi
he received a copy of a lettor written by the Detroit Office to the
Office, st:ting that : n of th
Detroit on April 1 0 £ mterview:lgg
Ed Bentz at the United States Penitentlery at Atlanta, in connsctlon with the
robbery of the bank apum_g;_ghi,gag. The letter goes on to state that
Sergeant Hutson willl contact the Atlanta Office in order thet arrangements
might be made through that office for the Sergeant to interview Bentz in the
penitentlary. The letter continues that although we had previously informed
Detroit that we thought 1t was better for state officers to be dlscouraged froa
interviewing Bent?, in view of the relations in Detroit with the Michigan State
Police, who are very insistent that they talk with Bents ebout the Grand Haven
? “case, all wé can do is to cooperste with them.

Mr. Yhitley ssid he cen recdily understand this situation, despite
the fact that Bentz gave us substantially all of the information relative to
that pa.rticule: rob‘oery, whick information waa furnished t-o the Dotroit Office.

Attt o —— P —
HDHBVEI’ ..1'. nmuey HMQ U‘[_lut LS lunmer 13 & BOUTCe DJ. concern ior mRny

reesons. He pointed out that if we start promoting or sponsoring or taking.

out state officials from all over the United States to talk to Bents in the.
~ penitentiary, very quickly we are going to offend Bents and ruin his excellent
. cooperation with us. He said that while he hopes there will not be a repetition
. of such requests, he believes the Atlanta Office should go out to the penitentiary
"' apnd see Bentz before the Michigan Stete man arrives, and ask Bentz if it

be all right to bring the Michigan State man oul there to talk about the Grand
Haven bank robbery. Mr. Whitley said he is sure Bents will say yes to this re-
quest, perticulerly in view of the fact that his brother, Ted Bentz, is now ser-
ving a *bum rap® for this robbery in Michigan. However, our asking him first will
certainly put him in & better frame of mind, At the same ‘time, Mr. Whitley said
Bentz should be told not to tell the Michigan officer about any case except the
Grand Haven robbery. He pointed out that if we do not make this request, and Bent:z
gets started talking, he will probably tell this Michigan man eve he hes

told us, which would,of course, be disasterous. __,5 10
RECQORDED & INDEXED = '1‘,‘ y
E BNO e cauy -‘- ] ..

Mr. ¥hitley said that the Atlenta Ap
to lgﬁ the prison officiels kpow that Bentg is 8. He s&ld
. Bentz made this specific request before he left Het Inr . HEolbath e,
’ thet any time they wanted to know anything, he would be glad to tell
anything that he might know about it; however, he hsked!iHat wh '
not to let tty tentiary officisle know that he is talking
@oP1Es DubLIRO

PO FILE
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Memo for the Director -2- &4/4/36

Bentz pointed out that 1f they knew he was talking to the Agamts, th

try to meke a stool nieeon out of him in the penitentisry. Bentz sald he
would certainly not be a stool pigeon inaide the nllu, becauss he has to
live there a long time.

Mr. Whitley suggested, in which I concur, that the AtlantmOffice
be contacted right away with reference to the above matter.

Time -~ 10:00 A.N.

I telephoned SAC Conroy at the Atlanta Office, and while he has
not as yet gmen the letter from Detroit to which Mr. Whitley referred, I
advised him of the facts as contained in the letter as related by Mr. Whitley, -
and of the views and opinions of Mr. ¥hitley in the premises. I also pointed
out specificaliy to Mr. Conroy the request of Bentz that the prison officiels
not be informed that he is talking to us regarding these cases.

‘Mr. Conroy said that be would personally take care of this matter,

and assured me that he would caution Bentz to talk to this Michigan officer
about no case but the Grand Haven bank robbery.

Respectfully,

£ttty

P. E. FOXWORMH.
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;7 ﬁltohipn 8tate Fo umvm-ﬁfhtm .-e “
in ssoextaining the fdentity of *Treddle” who 1s alleged ‘h ‘

bave participated in the adove dan

nmmuuhrmuummuouatmam-a E _
formrly a - To gengster, It is also ¥eported that he was shot L
by "Bady Face™]lslson for running asmy with $he sutomodils from .-.: -
the Oresd Havep job. It £ thought hwt perheps youor soms . ... . '~

- Agemts 13 your offioe might be awure of the ideatity of thie ..

P At

M LT St :
fndividusl and oan furnish a photogreph of him for the use of
the Xichigan State Police.

uununnmmmumworm

uhon. whose neme $s mentionsd ia the Bremsr nmm ouo. -,_"-;
and also owﬂm uy balisf that ho is duﬂ. X
> e 'u'y tany m. S Lt

B. B Refmecks . |
HHR:1 AN o Specisl Agent 1n Cherge - = -
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March 26,1636. >

John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
1'.S. Yepariment of Justice,

e Washidgton, D.C. »
w1, _ <
\l\!\ My dear Chief: - th LK

‘& have been a~vised of the disposition
of the EdwardUBentz case at Burlington, Vermont, to
the effect he has been sentenced to the U.S. Fenitent-
jary at Alanta, Ga, for a period of twenty years. lay
1 extend my congratulations to the Deaprtment of Justice
_in the a-prchension of Bentz, that again the ends of

Justice have been satisrfied.

As there are two bandits still unident-
ified in our bank robbery as of August 18,1833y, 1 am -
very muvgh interested to know whether Edward Bentz or
Theodor ntz made any statements in regard to whom
the other participants might be in the bank robbery
here, to any of your Agents that have questioned
them,if so, if you could authorize that information
forwarded to this office,such as names of there )
associates and where photographs could be obtained[[
to assist us in identifying them by the local bank

employes.

If any such information is avallable
at the Detroit or Chicago office of the Deparitment of
Justice, with your authorization I would appreciate
the onportunity to go there and accept such informat-
fon as might be helpful to us in our investigation.

-
Foo

x,
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Thanking you for your co-operation, I am

Y & 936 o |
MAY 5 ),:(a ,,  RECORDED & INDEXED' Sincerely Yours, L
¢ ot - A
” : ,
=SVl e Ml 1
* FECERAL Buih OF estanoN /27t Y
<o D/ . Chief of Police.
o e & APR <Y 193675
' oAy .. DEP;RJMIENT OF JUSTICE B
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. april 17, 1936 _
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_Grand. lnun. liel:l;ﬁ. ___.r”

t hn :nr hshr of Beroh 26,
u czprm uncm appreciation fer the
contained thoroln relative to lllo wrt o!'
Murd l.ntn ouo. 5,‘ 5 ot ;
. ‘-"-‘ = 4;*..,_'-' ,""
Ps "’\' In vies of the fuct that ¥
hrnuo for you to perscnally intervies Deats
~ e mzde to Ageuts of s Burean somcernisg
Pooples Zavings Bank,‘“AUrand Baven, Michigen,
= N mnotboluutmhnh. I trust you
PERETE SIS satiafactory and thet 1t has Intor.h.n;
. investigation of this bank robbery.

Mr. “!hzr.n-..-__.qs.
Mr. Tolwos.. _...’.:5_ :
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Federal Burenu of Jubestigntion ]

H S. Bepariment of Fustice )

801 Eesaley Building
Atlanta, Ceorgia

L L Y N

May 2, 1936

WMB/D

91-49 ,

Director,

Yoederal Bureau of Invutigtti.on,

".hmn. D. C. O :

Re: EDWARD WILHEIM BENTZ
3 : Peoples Savings Bank,
4 / © Grand Haven, Michigan
BANK ROBHERY
\) Dear 8ir: '

On April 8, 1936, Beantz furmnished information concerning
q/ f’ the hiding place of the securities taken from the sbove mentionsd
bank to Sergeant P, ke*Tutson, Michigan State Police, and to Chief
/ of Police LawrenceseWitt of Grand Haven, Michigan.

/\JJ.p 4 The Atlanta Office recently received letters from both of
these. officers advising that they have followed the directions fur-
nished by Bentz but that they have been unsuccessful in their
attempts to locate ths securities. They requested this office
to display certein photographs to Bentz, in oxrder to determine
more definitely where these bonds are cached. D R
L 3

It is my opinion that Bentz will be pleased to assist

these officers, and authority is requested to furnish Sergeant
Butson and Chisf of Police DeWitt with the information they desirxe /[,

t0 secure.
4_\_ Vory truly yours,
3 <
B E. E. CONROY,
:,§ Special Agent in Charge
=4 co: Detroit
o
REOOBDED
.G 9q, ]
/ \"\ / INDEXED l’ ﬁ- /3 5
4 j FLLERA. BURERY oF vt ulm.u:‘f ;
i MA 933 -,
COMAYIT e A ~~Yf--'3 e |
f ' s«o _‘ FILE 5
T ' | | - ’
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oh you $5 Bents
photopraphs shich have boen recsived from the Richign
Pouoouhmnmthhlutmdm :
“sstion, snd Ghief of Police Lawrencs DeWits, of Orand Kavem,
¥ickigan, with whatever {nformstion might be developed as &
result thereb; and also shatever further information sight
be ssqured from Bentis regarding the locatien of geriain .
uo\rlun hknd:rh;thonbbcq utthodmm.

"E——-. ;‘ T - .

‘-1?'.\.

.“COMEUNICITIONS SECTION.
- MAILED - 7

-2 P. M,
- FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGA
1L & hFEIPTE '1.1'1 [ USRI




SC1 lierley Pulldin:
Jtlante, Ceorpie
My 22, 1936

ﬁ! mmm Um m. Ulth Ill.lll.l

i - _et al, Peoples S
.'- ,: o . ’ :'7 ’ ll'._ ’ -' - ocnm m’ c | -

-‘..' ..‘ L ‘.7..{.

* In ‘view of the fect thnt a1 :.nnstxpun w :
. bocn eomplotod in the entitled oase in this distriet, lnﬁ 24
_Bentz hes besn trensferred 40 Alcetrez Penitentiary, instant L
. 8880 13 being sonsidered referred upon completion % tho_gt_ﬂu" = ¢

"o ori -in.

— Very trly er" &

N 5,‘5..1‘ ERTIR




- Spoeld mnt I.n mm
Dotloit. ‘ucc.lpn oy

AT vopratrom af this gffl ca rantnntsd Cantain Fohn Kambhr  Foomas GI

Y bl SRS ww wwmvL Rl W Ve - WiliR YA wWiy VS | S

#7  Chief of ‘ot-etivu, Sergeent Jack Eanrshan assigned to the.: -“D;:‘pi.}‘
3" Chief of Netectives' office, dsputy chief ¥alter C. Stofm,’ uiq.

L - Charlés Coughlin, Identification Unit, ell of the Chicago 1’011-

pepartmant, chte‘zp. nunou. for informmtion conderning the .. ..o-

-2t -J mtp

¢ - identity of one yreddie, who is silesed to Leve participeted in
r the above pared buni robberv, who is knosn to lave the twxc riddle

/ firpers miesing frox kis risht hand. and who wea formerld uhy
o F“*’"“*"’" T "-’T“ TP ’3 TR -.'. 2 '"”""'..” "::-?-’ SR SIS
Tl o "'-'r-p.- i IR - N . - LT T- A R :- Tkl e

- . )'o one cr the above namad pomn- uu].d rurnull Lnfoth,-_ L
- ution concernirs much an indivi{dval, all statins that the an]:r? AL
. p::;%d remotely answer 1. fescription would be: iy - ; g

%illiem S e, slias X111t te, alias W.Jlnb RATL TS
_ T %ho was killed on JeUERY 23, 1904, by persons UDKnOW . .

Ar ek ¥ark, Illirols, & suburd of Chicego. Kis dcscrlption n
obtainod frow serceant couehun is as rollou. e g

o

Name: :illlm s. Ihlto. alianr unu. Ihlt.
Thran-fintarnd Yack .

gensral prlnol.plo. Gk

'.'“5" 32; weight, 175'15... hught 5!]4_#8@%&114]}@““‘:.,'- 7
“i. bair, mediu: chestuut; bres, basel. g/=& 2= 14—

T oamravEi UvEvul: ~ BALHELS ...--f —
5 Sears and merks: 1 m, 2 ‘urtiul cut J&ﬂ'i l REM{LF_‘

_ forearm, irner;’ ring, ®1ddle and in
“-agpute 3. Vlogerprint classificat]
.]; £ H 14
1 R
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t:oronor'a orﬂoe. ttat office 1nfom1n¢ that no ucard or hnib. ; god
‘cldes wrs kept by co-munities in which they oocurred, and withoot ™
tho full naze or tha vtctln. R rocom or tho duth eon].a h tbund.

'-"-'- v Py

macmt lnquiry wns th:o ndcat o-kPar'k nd u.lron

Inqulrv or Rou Su.Bors. roruor "buporlnundent or tho‘ :
“rotcetive Uevartment of the Illinolp Fankers asscciutidn, 35

‘.u u..am Street, reveale
. . nomed Freddlé wes
.- asmociete, of Ceor

to .,ar.ders, Po-rc wus wentad for the rother: of the .
» 15 nlles west of Chicago or
‘, 1¢:.6, ir whieh he purt:cimtof‘ witk Coetz arnd Q:__gg_
" who was killed shortly therearisr by officers st .
€lcero, :llinois. *r. Sanders was unable to stute whether Eeyif, ot 3
sas aver’ anprehendod or kulod. and h.d po anihbl. phot.o r.ph R g

,of hu_ . i .. ,. : ; S BRI & é’_: . *{.ﬁ -

'.."'

.-"

e, " 1934 at Anmncheo nromu ir the Brekid case reposting an,..‘f?x_..é
Lintervies sith Iﬂn;&ut:. roflects th-t Bt thag time {date of’ lnté:'ﬂ
g "cacoﬂl ng 6 Urs. Z, ETY) 1numntod tu th mnnewtg_;'“a‘a T
s:.at_o unuonunry a;_z‘siih!a\ur, w.nuou {or m:smunor;. = ~{“‘"“‘_‘.:; ¢

LT : ES R LB ,_.,-‘..,75&' ii._ Xt R LT
X A In thl'-. thon appears 10 be ho nu'thor l.nmttpttm
this rat! ter, this cuse 18 referrec upon cuzpletion to the office o
P ourigin. . " _—
Very trily vours, )

iy o LADD
¢¢ Bureau .

T . ; cpcch.'. :.per... lr. Char}-
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- Ottawa, Ontario '

e e R e | 1R w:wqu

X Edgar Eoover. !sq., ‘ '
‘ector, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U. 8. Department of Justice,
‘Washington, D. C., U. 8. A.

"‘-Dear l!r. Hoover: .
There is being enclosed herewith .
copy ©of.'the. transcript of thc testimony in the case

of -the People of the Stat?r Michigan versus Theo-

. dore“Bentz, alias Theodor&”Craig. This trial was R
.nu'd‘ii’iﬁ‘” Circuit Court for Ottawa County, Michigan, o
U.S.A., on September 24, 25, 1934, before the Hon.
Fred T. Miles, Circult Judge. The case was a trial
by Jury. The ocopy this transoript was forwarded
to me by subject Te ntz, who is presently incar-
cerated in the Jadkson Pénitentiary, Jackson, Michi-

" gan, where he is serving a life sentence for bank
robbery. . o

_ Enclosed herewith are two oopiu
or a 1etter which subject Bentz wrote me when for-
' warding the above-mentioned transcript. I have
"read this transcript and know the Bureau has all &
‘this inforzation in their files oconocerning the bank 3
robbery but feel, however, that I should make the
receipt orf this teatimony an official matter of =
... record with the Bureau, as well as oorrospondenoe %
~recelved from Bentz ooncerning his appeal or this :

| oase. . . REOORDED & INDEXHY

. AS you ,» Ted Be
. corresponding with me since tho time I
"~ him in Burlington, Vormont, when he _np

. =g |

? |
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- government witness against clyﬁyfmriok. w;n.-;
-‘bank robbery, who was arrested by Bureau Agents in
Chicago and found guilty by the jury in Burlington, -
Vermont. : L L g Lo TR

: SRR Since this meeting with Ted Bentz,
he has written me from time to time and thought I .
~ should continue to correspond with him inasmuch as e
: l’g:rnie,ht make a valuable informant some day for the

- eau, '

; Also enclosed herewith are copies
0l the letter which I wrote to Ted Bentz acknowled-
ging receipt of the transcript.

Very truly yours,

M, Joseph Lynch,

Inspector.
Enos, 3
i
/@
;
i TR o - - 7
R ) [-
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Date
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. - : O ) COFY
Ted Cralg Bentz No. 46144 To vhom ¥, Joseph Landh Felation rriend
6/71/43 Street F.B.T. © Gity ¥ashington ~ State D.C.
; CENSORED
From: de Bentz,
46144 ~ iooo COOpor Street.

ol o Wiahlonn

TUVADVMY maviEsgws ".
July 14, 1943
¥r. ¥. Joseoh Lynch, - ‘ - S
Federal Bureau of Investigatiom, - -
Washinpton, D.C. . T
Dear Joe: S : e S

I have your 1nterest1nz letter dated Aprll z7th nnd :
was delighted to hear from you, Having been 80 busy with every- -
thing, I just scouldn't get around to answering sooner. And, of
courase, I wanted to mall you a eopy of my transcript., I flnally
rot 1t torether: you will find the same enclosed herewith. You
may keep this for your perscnal file, since I have addltzonnl
copies. let me have your conments - okay?

By the time you have read through the tostlmony or the

trinl T axpesct to have in the mail to you sopies of all the new

WA Mt - Lol A e e W

cvidence uhich I have obtained aince the trial. ¥ith that I may de -
atle to include a copy of my motion and perhaps coples or the ap—
pellate procedure. ,

- A e e W B e B A‘ T e L LI P g
o0 iar my .l..ucn'. oo avT pPotaL AAaBIT ¥ Do DV ﬂ\llﬂ AGULFAL

Surre: e Court refused to revliew the case, Ly motion for leave %o
arpeal was denied, and I ax now preparing to arpeal the ecase to the
United States Supreme Court. My firast motion in the highest tribunal
shall be a motion for leave to appeal. Since I should 1lilke to bring i:
the racts, I an attem~ting to perfeot a general appeal raiher than sec)
a review by writ of certiorari, However, the court under the statute
you know has the right to revert to certiorari., With the arplication
for leave to appenl I an intendings to send up a certified copy of the
entirely complete record. It may give the court incentive to per-
pend the new ovidence which, ir presented on a retrial of the cause.
would effect my acquittal,

I an part!cularly interested in havlng you.road the dbn-

fansion made by Ed in the ease, wharain which eonfassion he namea

e - -— S e ——

his confederates nnd exonerates me. Also you should read the _
wostimony in Error”™ in vhich RBd points out how the dbankers mis-
takeningly identified me for Fisher. These itens shall be included

' vith the coples of the new evidence coples of which I propose to

mall tO you.
- )’s‘ .

lr'cLosm '

7/. 7—/&




Tp—————_ e

- a
At the present time. about 300 of us fellows are

" helpinc the 0,P.A. with food rationin; books, addressing and

mailing etc. Ve have some two million of them to distribute

by mail to the varlious towns in Vichigan, We ars getiling out

about 100,000 a dey I understand, It is a voluntary Job.

However, while this is going on there is no school. Thus for tho
present I anm toaching the boys how to work on rationing books for
the Government, - There isn't nuch to it. All it requires ?.u a fair

education and a good handwriting. The boys vake w0 ii like dudsks
to water. And most of them are posltivoly enthusot!. ' P

If you ever do go to calirornia, you oertainly should

‘not reject an opportunity to neot c=pt. Hansley. He'l s uen

Euye.

Speaking of E4, he is gettins along ﬂ.ne. I hoar rron
him every month. At preseant the Cov. 1s paying them a amall wage
for doing soma sort of war work in the prison. He has deen nrotty
busy with his literary endeavors. In case you care to drop hh
@ line, his number 1s Box PMB 307 A Z, Alcatraz, Callf,

The weathor nust be enjoyable nice up there 1n Ottawa

at this tim:, Or have wvou laft? ¥We are lahorine undar a sweltering

- WAL & W L Fe - - h AL VW JW e W — =y

wave, and boy, would I enjoy a good n:ln out there lonewhere.

Just received a letter from my dousin Waltwho ia a Ser-
gcant in the U.S. Intelligence ‘Service 1n M‘rica. He was talking
about how sweil it was to pet a good swicm in the ocean off Port
Sald after that battle in which his ocutfit was glven the credit .
for ocapturing that famous German general "Von Arnim."™ .Walt, having
been in the thick of it, scored for some Irreplacadble souvinern. _

He is indescribably proud of his medals. He is a great guy. Comes
from ¥innesota, an ardent risherman, a splendid duck and deer hunter.
In his letters he occcasionally reminds me that “we™ have a date -
after the war to go fishing "up there in Minnesota™ in hia ravorite

erot. I smile, I got to gat out of thh can first.

' By the way llnco, you are lntereahdin what ny posa!.- -
bilities for a parole in 14 months hence when my ten calendar ysars
shall have expired, it might be well to let. you know., Wel}, sir,

you know the judge in his opin!.on denying the motion I made to
amend sentancae atatad if the Parole Roard t inka T am or T should say

TRALL W AL R W WAL W W AR W W

could be safely “paroled, the sentence at the termintion of ten ysars
would be modified acoordingly. Thus I assume the Juds would rec-
ormend me for a parole. I have a good prison conduoct record. I -
have, I believe:, vastly mproved myself. I have, I believe, ao-
compiished much. Further, I have r;aiui'-'a svidsncs of =y lancosnce.

AR L P -
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characters. - .

Thcrefore, I believe the Parole Board « when the ten years are .
served - will consider me for a perole under the ten-year life .
law. Capt. Fansley has offered me a swell position, taking
full charge of his "Lodpe on the Hill" summer and winter rosort,
or I would probably be assigned to some work benoficial to our -
war effort. Capt, s wi}une to supervise my parole and, of eourse,
he would be my parole officer if agreeable to the Parole Board. Ian
case I lose out through the oourts, I shall petition the Parol '

. Board. In that connectlon 1 may ask you_ror a lette_r? s R

 Things otherwise are going slong well with me, I .
often wonder just how the people out there are taking the pre- -
sent situation., A fellow hears and reads a lot about 1t, but
a personal observation of them gives one a better understanding
o7 thelr whinms, their sentiments, the daily pursuits in 1life,

Aa a sort of a writer, naturally, I would observe the various -

vell, Joe, let me hear from you whenever you have
tize to do me a letter, won't you? And tell kr. Hoover that I
think he and his staff are reslly doing a swell job in this war,
kxeering down sadotage and eriminal activity. And don't forget _
to stop in here when you fellows havpen around, With best wishes .
to you and ycur grand boss, I am S i e T

~- P .
-

Sincerely,
- Ted Bentz
- 8gd. Tea Bemtz < .+

P.S. Adlmowledge reaglct of f.rancript, eh?




ottawa, Cntarlo,
July 20, 21943,

b

Pr. Ted Cralp Dentzi = - e T

40144 - 40U0 Cooper ~irest, A T
Jackcon, 1 ickigai, Us 8. A R A
Pear Ted: ' | '

I reccived your letter énted July 34,

1047, topgether wit:k a cory of the transeript of the
tent.{r:ony in your easc, unfortunatcly due to other
official corzitzents Y bave not hed the opportunity )
to peruse this ss yot but when I an in & position &0 -
_oozrent eoncernine this testirony, Y will get in :
touch with you. I di¢, hovever, want to write you -

ené let you ¥mow that 1 had reccived this transerint
and, at the first orportunity, will eertzinly read it.

S, In your letter you nenr.!one& ‘you wero golnc- '
to & 11 me co~ies of sll the new syldenge whioch you - °
have been al'le to obtain airnce the trul...tocother.vu.h )

Fd*s confesslon. Then you gel ar.uné to it, T would
errtuinly 1ike to Tave you forward theac iters to e,

o 1 can reacdily understand that with the work

whielL you are suporvisin-, yous teacking eareer is fo- .

gterrunted but T koow that you too roalize because of

thec internstionsl situation our persorel reprarda have

to be put saifc until this Job ha beeca torrinated and

wistory i asnsurcd. . . g : . =
T was gFlad to hear that overything is goinp

alony as well as you can ex-ect and Lo know that you

are enloying good hoalth. L ‘

¥any thankc for your corments conosraing
1r, Hoover snd the Fil personnel, If the orportunity
rrosents itsclf I will eerteinly convey to Mr, lioover
your best wishes for hie eontinued success,

g powess F/-$7 =02

— e~ w— - - R T s Bl et e ra e i bl i S J e LT T T

At L ' i

* -



: I 4o pot known when I will next be in

TR the Statu but if my itinerary tekes me in the vi-

oinity of Jackson, Lichigan, T will certainly pay

you a visit, I hone that this visit ean booona an :

totuauty in the not too distant rut.uro. PR e v
I would m:- to honr frou you npoohny

regarding the items which you mentioned ln the letter,

and 1t is supgested that you write me ¢/o the Federal

Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D.C., as I &0

not know how long I will be at my present post of as-

signment and, as you know. the FEI will lwaya rornrc

ny mail to me,

concornlnp your parole, it wnl be nppreciutod
ir you will keep in touch with me concerning the date
that this is to take place and tlso .s t0 when and whoro )
you will work and uve. . . Lo

Very truly 7our-,

). Joseph Lynch. .

e ot =
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46144 -~4000 Cooper Btreet -
Jackson, michigan & losung e
A P L
Tt ; .

o
PR
; ‘m-u‘ﬁiﬁi

'€




L

e .o T
Thoadoro bentsx, nm P I

Theodore cratg,
. Rupm-ont o
Apmmm: -

3Tals GF X1HIGAN
1B TES GJRWULT COUAD PUR aisslali COUNITY
_Before Eon. Fred T. Miles, Giroutt Judge, and
8 Jury. - Septokber M, 103, (¥ A N ) ‘

iedrle of the State af
¥ichigan,

i,

llr. J ahn a. Dcthurl, .:rauouuu Attomor.

. - o S I . N N
. R - I St e AL A

" {éury callsd, sxanined and sworn. Ujrening statoment

by ir. ‘pathmars,
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